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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

February 26, 2018 

 

PRESENT: 
Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman 

Joseph F. Sheehan  

Debbie Holmwood 

Alfred P. Porro Jr.  

Also Present: Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

                      Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 
Paul J. Donohue, Vice-Chairman 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski in 

Room 12 of the Norwood Town Hall located on 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the Minutes of January 29, 2018, seconded by Mr. 

Sheehan. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

PRESS RELEASE- Mr. Donohue Retirement 

On February 22, 2018 Mr. Donohue submitted a letter to the Planning Board announcing his 

resignation from the Planning Board.  Mr. Donohue was elected to the Planning Board in 

1975.  The Planning Board would like to thank Mr. Donohue for his 43 years of dedicated, 

exemplary service to the Town of Norwood. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that in accordance with Massachusetts State Law, Chapter 41, Section 

81A, vacancies for unexpired elected Planning Board members are filled by joint 

appointment, by the Board of Selectmen and the remaining members of the Planning Board.   

The term of the appointment is until the next local election in April 2019.  In April 2019, 

candidates can run to fill the vacancy for the remainder of Mr. Donohue’s terms that ends in 

April 2020.   
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INFORMAL DISCUSSION- Michael Saad- Possible Zoning Map Amendment- Morse 

Street Location 

Mr. Saad and Mr. Nemeskal, along with numerous neighbors, stated that they are submitting a 

zoning map amendment to change the zoning district designation from Manufacturing to 

General residence for parcels as identified on the Norwood Assessors Map 9, Sheet 7C, Lot 

121, Map 9, Sheet 7C, Lot 114, Map 9, Sheet 7C, Lot 115 and a portion of Map 9, Sheet 7C, 

Lot 101. Neighbors to the area of interest expressed concerns over traffic and wildlife in the 

area and as a result were in favor of this zoning change. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that there are no immediate plans for development on this property 

and that the biggest hurdle that the applicants will have to prove is why this Zoning Map 

amendment should occur. He also stated that the applicants will have to submit a map that 

details the topography of area.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated if the area is rezoned, houses and duplexes could be developed. He also 

stated that there are three routes that one could take for a Zoning Map Amendment.  The first 

route is that the Planning Board could sponsor a Zoning Map Amendment.  The second route 

is that individuals could submit a letter to the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Selectmen 

could sponsor the amendment.  The final route is that individuals could take the petition route 

which requires ten registered voters if the amendment is to be acted upon at an Annual Town 

meeting or a hundred registered voters of the town for a Special Town Meeting.   

 

BOND REDUCTION- Upland Wood Subdivision 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that Mr. Halkiotis received a letter from the applicants that they 

would not be able to attend tonight’s meeting.  As a result, this item of the agenda was tabled 

until the applicants can attend the meeting. 

 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL- Sign for Burn Boot Camp- 686 Washington Street- 

Signs by Tomorrow 

The applicants for this minor sign site plan approval did not appear to present their case.  

Previously, the owners of Burn Boot Camp had put a sign up in front of their business without 

prior approval from the Planning Board or Building Inspector.   

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to notify the Building Inspector, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

TOWN MEETING ARTICLES 

 

Associate Planning Board Member 

Mr. Halkiotis asked the Planning Board if they were in favor of pursuing an Associate 

Planning Board Member.  Many other towns have Associate Planning Board members to fill 

in for Board members that may have a conflict of interest, be on vacation, or are out sick.   
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Mrs. Halkiotis stated that in order for an Associate Planning Board Member position to be 

created, an amendment to the Zoning Bylaw would need to occur.   

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to go forward with the initiative of creating an Associate 

Planning Board Member position, seconded by Ms. Holmwood. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

Auto Storage Bylaw 

The Planning Board, Board of Appeals and the Building Inspector have been trying to manage 

the demand from the auto industry for more inventory storage space. In response to the 

demand for more auto storage, a meeting was held in November with Town Officials, Board 

Members, and a representative of the local auto dealers.  Mr. Halkiotis stated that this 

feedback was used to draft a bylaw for auto storage. 

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if the bylaw could have caveats.  Ms. Holmwood stated that she is 

concerned with residential parking situation. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that caveats could be put into place that involved the design, size, 

location, and setbacks for auto storage.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that two bylaws should be created.  One bylaw would involve auto 

storage now.  The second bylaw would include parking garages for auto storage purposes and 

would have detailed design and location requirements  

 

The Board agreed that they do not think there is enough time to write the second bylaw by 

May, but would approve discussing going forward with the first auto part of the auto storage 

bylaw. 

 

Age Restricted Development Bylaw 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that many people have expressed interest in having an age restricted, 

(55+) Zoning Bylaw.  These types of developments are typically medium to large scale 

multifamily condo or apartment developments that require large parcels of land. The Board 

agreed that this was not a necessity for the upcoming Town Meeting. 

 

Signs 

Ms. Holmwood expressed concerns with the sign regulations both in the downtown area and 

electronic message board signs along Rte. 1. There would need to be discussion first about the 

sign bylaws to determine what needs to be amended. 

 

Table of Dimensional Regulations- Footnote 2 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that Section 4.1.2 Dimensional Requirements has a footnote that states: 

“For multifamily dwellings, 10,000 square feet plus 3,500 square feet per dwelling unit after 

the first unit.”   
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There are few if any lots in the downtown area that could be developed or redeveloped for 

residential use because of insufficient land area.  The Zoning Board has granted relief from 

this provision because the land area requirement makes multifamily and mixed use projects 

unfeasible without allowing more density.   The requirement makes mixed use developments 

with commercial on the first floor and residential units above unfeasible. 

 

A Draft Zoning Bylaw 

Amendment was written to excluded cement, bituminous concrete and asphalt production in 

all zoning districts.  This was done with the intention of prohibiting any new asphalt plants in 

town. Currently, a case involving a potential asphalt plant in the LM zone is pending in court.  

During the Board of Appeals hearing, some members of the Board thought that the bylaw was 

not clear on the use. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis discussed this matter with Town Counsel, David Deluca, and they have agreed it 

would be useful to have a bylaw amendment that makes it absolutely clear that this use is 

prohibited in all zones. The Board agreed to bring the Bylaw amendment to Town Meeting. 

 

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

 

The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) is working on the Town’s Needs 

Assessment.  Meetings have been held with the Conservation Commission, Housing 

Authority, and Historic Commission discussing this.  Mr. Halkiotis is planning on meeting 

with the Selectmen/Park Commissioners to receive their input as well. He also asked the 

Board if they had any recommendations for the Needs Assessment. 

 

OPEN SPACE & RECREACTION PLAN: Committee Representative 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve Ms. Holmwood as a representative for the Open 

Space and Recreation Committee, seconded by Mr. Porro.  

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to adjoin the Planning Board Meeting, seconded by Mr. 

Porro. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM.  

 

Next Meeting: March 12, 2018 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  
 


